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Desert Tortoise Nutrition and Den Construction

Ixfure of follow

Mative plants te feed your tortoise

Mative Grasses Plantain Cassia

Globe Mallow Buckwheat Spurge

Other Mall ows Curly Mesquite Deer Grass
Evening Primroses Rock Hibiscus Arizona Cotfon Top
Morming Glory Honeysuckle Prickly Pear Pad: and Frul

Plamnts to grow for your tortoise

Bermuda Grass
Clover

Alfalia
Diehandra

Masturfium Sweet Peas

Petunios

Other foods te give your forfaise

Grape Leaves
Rabkit Pellets

Hibiscus flowers and leaves
Hay [alfalia, bermmuda, fimothy)

Rase Petals
Mulberry Leaves

Acceptable produce to feed your torfoise

Beef Greens Radichio Cillontro Bok chaoi
Snow Peas Mustard Greens Collard Greens Kale
Turnip Greens Parsley Endive Dandelion Greens

Red or Green Leaf Lettuces

Never feed iceberg leffuce fo your forfolse!

With feeding a wide variety of foods, we recommend that you do not give addifional vitamins or
mineral supplements such as calcium as teo much can be harmful te your fortoise.

It is wery important to lecave your forteise oulside so i may maintain a healthy calcivm
melabalism with natural sun expeosure.

Ren Censtruction

1.

Use alarge plastic barrel or a metal frashcan.

2. Cutthe bamel or frashean in hall and place it Infe desired spoi for the den,

=

da. The winter den should face south.

b. The summer den should face east, nerth or northeast.
Malke sure the epening of the den is facing the cormect direction, then place B-12 inches
of scil ento the barrel for insulation.
If desired, you can alse bulld an opening out of wood,
You can dlso build a den using concrebe blocks, or plywood, still placing soil ever it
So that the den blends in well with the bock yard, plant notive plants on tep and around
the den that your fortolse can also eat.

a. Plant native grasses, Bermuda grass, aloe vera, efc,

b. Plant cacti en top (tortcises will leave it alone)

c. Avoid planting Oleander, as if is toxic.
It you have any ideas for constructing a den and are unsure as fo whether or not It would
work, feel free fo ask a staff member af Scottsdale Veterinary Clinic. We are more than
happy to help.
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